






Preface 

European settlement of SE Australia has led to a dramatic increase in erosion rates 
from pastoral lands. Improved land management techniques, combined with the 
healing of time, has meant that erosion rates have now declined dramatically. 
However, we are still left with the legacy of that early erosion. In many cases this 
legacy is streams filled with sterile sand, as we find on the Glenelg River. 

The research project described in this report is exciting for two reasons. First, this is 
the first comprehensive, catchment-wide sand management strategy produced in 
Australia to our knowledge. The study demonstrates the merits of approaching the 
problem from this broad perspective. Second, the report attempts to turn the problem 
of sand into an asset by exploring how managed commercial sand extraction can be 
used to benefit the stream. It is our hope that the approach described here can be 
applied in the many other streams that have been degraded by sand slugs. 

The goal of the Cooperative Research Centre for Catchment Hydrology is to bring 
good science to bear on practical problems, in cooperation with the water and land 
industries. We hope that this report reflects that aim. We thank the many people who 
have contributed to this study. 

Dr Peter Hairsine 

Program Leader, Waterways 

Cooperative Research Centre for Catchment Hydrology 




































































































































































































































































