














PREFACE 

The material in this report is a contribution to one of the core research projects in the Cooperative 

Research Centre for Catchment Hydrology (CRCCH), entitled "Sediment movement in forestry 

environments". The project aims to provide forest managers and environmental agencies with 

scientifically based guidelines for the protection of stream water quality. 

An important facet of this work is to quantify rates of sediment movement in a variety of forest 

environments under a variety of forest management practices. Intensive field experiments are being 

conducted to achieve this aim. The aspect of the project reported here has involved input from 

CSIRO and the NSW Department of Land and Water Conservation. 

This report summarises the application of a novel large scale rainfall simulator, developed by 

CSIRO, to forest sites managed by NSW State Forests. The results confirm the importance of 

compacted surfaces such as snig tracks as a major source of surface runoff and erosion in forest areas. 

Future CRCCH research will focus on improving the management of such sources in forestry 

environments. 

Dr Rob Vertessy 

Forestry Program Leader 

Cooperative Research Centre for Catchment Hydrology 












































































































